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Vocabulary 
cataracts: _______________________________________________________________ 
delta: ___________________________________________________________________ 
Menes:__________________________________________________________________ 
pharaoh: ________________________________________________________________ 
dynasty: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
I. The Gift of the Nile 
Location and Physical Features 
1. The Nile is ________________________ river in the world. It begins in 
____________ and runs north through Egypt to the _____________________________, 
a distance of over __________ miles.  
 
2. What was the southern region of ancient Egypt called? _____________________. 
Why was it called Upper Egypt? _____________________________________________ 
 
3. What was the northern region of ancient Egypt called? ____________________. Why 
was it called Lower Egypt? _______________________________________________ 
 
4. How much of Egypt’s fertile farmland was located in the Nile Delta? ______________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Floods of the Nile 
5. Describe how the Nile floods and provides nutrient rich soil to the Egyptians: _______ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Why was Egypt called the “Gift of the Nile”? _________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Looking at the map on page 89, answer the following questions: 
7. Into what body of water does the Nile river empty? ____________________________ 
8. In which direction does the Nile river flow? __________________________________ 
9. Why does the Nile river flow north? ________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
10. What is the land to the east and west of the Nile valley like? ____________________ 



II. Civilization Develops in Egypt 
Increased Food Production 
11. How did farmers use the Nile to grow their crops? ____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
12. What type of crops did the farmers in Egypt grow?  
 a. ____________________ b. ____________________ 
 c. ____________________ d. ____________________ 
13. What type of animals did the farmers raise? What animals did the river provide?  
 a. ____________________ b. ____________________ 
 c. ____________________ d. ____________________ 
 e. ____________________ 
 
Two Kingdoms 
14. Describe the natural barriers which protected Egypt: 
 west: ___________________________________________________________ 
 north: __________________________________________________________ 
 east: ___________________________________________________________ 
 south: __________________________________________________________ 
 
15. Because Egypt was protected by geographical barriers, Egypt was protected from 
_______________________ and the villages of Egypt ______________.  
16. What were the names of the kingdoms developed by 3200 BC?  
 1. _______________________ 
 2. _______________________ 
 
17. Draw a picture of the crown worn by the king of Lower Egypt. 
 Describe the crown: _________________________________ 
 
18. Draw a picture of the crown worn by the king of Upper Egypt. 
 Describe the crown: _________________________________ 
 
III. Kings Unify Egypt 
19. Who is believed to be Egypt’s first pharaoh? _______________________ 
______________________________________________________________  
20. How did Menes strengthen his control over Egypt? __________________ 
______________________________________________________________  
 
21. How did the pharaoh’s crown display the unification of Egypt? _________ 
______________________________________________________________  
 
22. Draw a picture of the crown worn by Menes after he unified Upper and  
Lower Egypt.  
 
23. Why do you think Menes wanted to rule over both kingdoms? __________ 
______________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________  


