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Vocabulary 
Shi Huangdi -____________________________________________________________ 
Great Wall - _____________________________________________________________ 
 
I. The Qin Emperor’s Strong Government 
1. How did the Qin state rise to power to become a powerful dynasty? _______________ 
_______________________________________________________________________.  
 
Shi Huangdi Takes the Throne 
2. What type of political beliefs did Shi Huangdi follow? _________________________.  
 
3. Describe the government that Shi Huangdi created. ____________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________.  
 
4. If you were a scholar who lived in China under Shi Huangdi’s rule, how might you 
have reacted if you heard about the book burnings? Why? _________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What were Emperor Shi Huangdi’s major achievements when he was emperor?  
 a. _________________________________ 
 b. _________________________________ 
 c. _________________________________ 
 d. _________________________________ 
 
China under the Qin 
6. How did Shi Huangdi change China’s old political system? ______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. In what 2 ways did Shi Huangdi’s new organization of districts help him?  
a. _________________________________  b. _________________________________ 



II. A Unified China 
Qin Policies 
8. What steps did Shi Huangdi take to unify China? (hint: laws, writing, weight/measure, money)  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Qin Achievements 
9. What specific massive building projects were built during the Qin dynasty?  
a. _________________________________   
b. _________________________________   
c. _________________________________  
d. _________________________________   
 
10. Why was the Great Wall of China built? ____________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
11. Which of Shi Huangdi’s achievements or policies do you think was most important? 
Why? __________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Fall of the Qin 
12. Complete the cause / effect chart to describe how the Qin dynasty eventually fell.  
 
  

Cause Effect
 
 
 

Shi Huangdi’s policies stirred 
resentment.   

Shi Huangdi died in 210 BC.   
 
 

One rebel force (claiming the 
mandate of heaven) attacked the 
Qin capital. 

 

 The country fell into civil war.  
 
 

 


